


ANNUNCIATION 

Don't be dismayed, woman, by my fierce form. 

I come from far away, in headlong flight; 

Whirlwinds may have ruffled my feathers. 

I am an angel, yes, and not a bird of prey; 

An angel, but not the one in your paintings 

That descended in another age to promise another Lord. 

I come to bring you news, but wait until my heaving chest, 

The loathing of the void and dark, quiet down. 

Sleeping in you is one who will destroy much sleep. 

He's still unformed but soon you'll caress his limbs. 

He will have the gift of words, the fascinator's eyes, 

Will preach abomination and be believed by all. 

Jubilant and wild, singing and bleeding, 

They'll follow him in bands, kissing his footprints. 

He will carry the lie to the farthest borders, 
Evangelize with blasphemy and the gallows. 

He'll rule in terror, suspect poisons 
In springwater, in the air of high plateaus. 
He'll see deceit in the clear eyes of the newborn, 
And die unsated by slaughter, leaving behind sown hate. 
This is your growing seed, woman, rejoice. 

June 22, 1979 
from Ad Ora /ncerta (At An Uncertain Hour) 
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A catalyst for long-term social change, we empower 
people and communities to heal the world by embrac-
ing revolutionary love, compassion, and empathy. 
We support ethical, spiritual, economic, and political 
ideas that seek to replace the ethos of selfishness, 
materialism, nationalism, and capitalism with an 
ethos of generosity, caring for everyone on the planet 
(including animals), and every attempt to build local 
and global solidarity while enhancing love.

Tikkun magazine grew out of the empirical research 
of the Institute for Labor and Mental Health chaired 
by Rabbi Michael Lerner, which focused on the stress 
that people often experience in the world of work and 
which is often brought home into personal life. We 
discovered that the capitalist ethos is held togeth-
er by a series of beliefs that must be dismantled in 
order to build a society that strengthens the love and 
caring relationships in both families and friendship 
circles. Among those toxic beliefs:
 
1. The fantasy that we live in a meritocracy, create 
our own world, and hence have only ourselves to 
blame if things are not turning out in the way that we 
might have wished. While we encourage people to do 
what they can to make their lives more fulfilling, we 
also want people to understand what we are all up 
against: the vast inequalities of wealth and power by 
the top 10 percent of wealth holders (in the US and 
globally), and thru that their ability to exercise the 
control over the media and much of the educational 
systems and large corporations. 

2. This self-blaming is reinforced by a political 
system that makes it very difficult for ordinary  
citizens to believe that they can have any substantial 
impact on changing the system. Whether in politics 
or in personal life, people tell each other that seeking  
major changes is unrealistic and that they themselves 
are unrealistic if they think they can achieve  
major changes. 

3. Many people have religious or spiritual beliefs that 
incline them to want to live in a society where people 
care for each other and for the planet. Yet most of the 
movements for societal change ignore or even  

ridicule those beliefs, driving many to embrace the 
Right Wing movements that welcome them. Tikkun 
brings to public expression those very hopes and 
yearnings that have been denied so long and sup-
pressed so deeply that we no longer know they are 
there. Thus we advocate for far-reaching approach-
es that include pushing Israel to help Palestinians 
establish their own independent state living in peace 
with Israel, a Global Marshall Plan, and the ESRA 
Environmental and Social Responsibility Amendment 
to the US Constitution. 

We created Tikkun magazine to bring these ideas to 
a large constituency. We strived to provide a wide, 
open, and welcoming tent - a space for rich intel-
lectual, spiritual, and political exploration. For that 
reason, we published many articles from a wide va-
riety of belief systems and religions, not all of which 
we agreed. We believe that people learn and grow by 
reading perspectives different from their own.

We are no longer in print. We struggled to raise 
enough money because of the controversial positions 
we take. On one hand, some progressives dismiss 
spiritual discourse as inherently flakey or reaction-
ary, see our position on Israel as too soft, and are 
unhappy with our refusal to engage in demeaning 
discourse, such as labeling all whites as racists or all 
men as sexist, even as we called for reparations for 
victims of every form of historical oppressions. Many 
liberals, on the other hand, found our criticisms of 
Israel too upsetting and our advocacy for the human 
rights and dignity of Palestinians too challenging.

You can continue to read exciting Tikkun articles 
online for free. To receive articles in your inbox, 
sign-up at www.tikkun.org/email/. Your tax-deduct-
ible contributions help us freely publish and distrib-
ute our work to a wide audience. To donate go to: 
www.tikkun.org/support/

WWW.TIKKUN.ORG/SUPPORT/

TIKKUN UPLIFTS JEWISH, INTERFAITH, AND SECULAR PROPHETIC 
VOICES OF HOPE THAT CONTRIBUTE TO UNIVERSAL LIBERATION

https://www.tikkun.org/email/
http://www.tikkun.org/support/
http://www.tikkun.org/support/
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LIKE OURS DEPENDS ON 
INDEPENDENT SUPPORTERS 

LIKE YOU. PLEASE DONATE AT 
WWW.TIKKUN.ORG/SUPPORT/

A Jewish and Interfaith Prophetic Voice to Heal and Transform the World

INSPIRATION IN YOUR INBOX: WWW.TIKKUN.ORG/EMAIL/      
 

SUPPORT OUR MISSION: WWW.TIKKUN.ORG/SUPPORT/

Tikkun uplifts Jewish, interfaith, and secular prophetic  
voices of hope that contribute to universal liberation.  
A catalyst for long-term social change, we empower people and communi-
ties to heal the world by embracing revolutionary love, compassion, and  
empathy. We promote a caring society that protects the life support sys-
tem of the planet and celebrates the Earth and the universe with awe 
and radical amazement. We support ethical, spiritual, economic, 
and political ideas that seek to replace the ethos of selfishness, 
materialism, nationalism, and capitalism with an ethos of generosi-
ty, caring for everyone on the planet (including animals), and every 

attempt to build local and global solidarity while enhancing love.
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