








TIKKUN UPLIFTS JEWISH, INTERFAITH, AND SECULAR PROPHETIC
VOICES OF HOPE THAT CONTRIBUTE TO UNIVERSAL LIBERATION

A catalyst for long-term social change, we empower
people and communities to heal the world by embrac-
ing revolutionary love, compassion, and empathy.

We support ethical, spiritual, economic, and political
ideas that seek to replace the ethos of selfishness,
materialism, nationalism, and capitalism with an
ethos of generosity, caring for everyone on the planet
(including animals), and every attempt to build local
and global solidarity while enhancing love.

Tikkun magazine grew out of the empirical research
of the Institute for Labor and Mental Health chaired
by Rabbi Michael Lerner, which focused on the stress
that people often experience in the world of work and
which is often brought home into personal life. We
discovered that the capitalist ethos is held togeth-

er by a series of beliefs that must be dismantled in
order to build a society that strengthens the love and
caring relationships in both families and friendship
circles. Among those toxic beliefs:

I. The fantasy that we live in a meritocracy, create
our own world, and hence have only ourselves to
blame if things are not turning out in the way that we
might have wished. While we encourage people to do
what they can to make their lives more fulfilling, we
also want people to understand what we are all up
against: the vast inequalities of wealth and power by
the top 10 percent of wealth holders (in the US and
globally), and thru that their ability to exercise the
control over the media and much of the educational
systems and large corporations.

2. This self-blaming is reinforced by a political
system that makes it very difficult for ordinary
citizens to believe that they can have any substantial
impact on changing the system. Whether in politics
or in personal life, people tell each other that seeking
major changes is unrealistic and that they themselves
are unrealistic if they think they can achieve

major changes.

3. Many people have religious or spiritual beliefs that

incline them to want to live in a society where people

care for each other and for the planet. Yet most of the
movements for societal change ignore or even

ridicule those beliefs, driving many to embrace the
Right Wing movements that welcome them. Tikkun
brings to public expression those very hopes and
yearnings that have been denied so long and sup-
pressed so deeply that we no longer know they are
there. Thus we advocate for far-reaching approach-
es that include pushing Israel to help Palestinians
establish their own independent state living in peace
with Israel, a Global Marshall Plan, and the ESRA
Environmental and Social Responsibility Amendment
to the US Constitution.

We created Tikkun magazine to bring these ideas to
a large constituency. We strived to provide a wide,
open, and welcoming tent - a space for rich intel-
lectual, spiritual, and political exploration. For that
reason, we published many articles from a wide va-
riety of belief systems and religions, not all of which
we agreed. We believe that people learn and grow by
reading perspectives different from their own.

We are no longer in print. We struggled to raise
enough money because of the controversial positions
we take. On one hand, some progressives dismiss
spiritual discourse as inherently flakey or reaction-
ary, see our position on Israel as too soft, and are
unhappy with our refusal to engage in demeaning
discourse, such as labeling all whites as racists or all
men as sexist, even as we called for reparations for
victims of every form of historical oppressions. Many
liberals, on the other hand, found our criticisms of
Israel too upsetting and our advocacy for the human
rights and dignity of Palestinians too challenging.

You can continue to read exciting Tikkun articles
online for free. To receive articles in your inbox,
sign-up at www.tikkun.org/email/. Your tax-deduct-
ible contributions help us freely publish and distrib-
ute our work to a wide audience. To donate go to:
www.tikkun.org/support/

WWWITIKKUN.ORG/SUPPORT/ -
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TWENTY YEARS

In June of 1967 Jews around the world stood in fear
and trepidation as the Arab world mobilized its armies
and confidently predicted that it would push the Jews
into the sea. The military triumph of the State of Israel
seemed to many of us like a modern miracle, confirming
the miracle of the creation of the state in 1948.

And yet, the policies that Israel adopted after the Six
Day War have caused considerable controversy within

EDITORIAL

ON THE WEST BANK

the Jewish world. In this issue we are focusing on Israel
and the West Bank. Following our editorial, we present
the views of many Israelis who are deeply worried about
the fate of their country should those present policies
persist.

In future issues other points of view will be presented

and the issues raised here will be debated in greater
detail,

The Disastrous Occupation

he occupation of the West Bank, now lasting

more than half of the years that Israel has

existed as a State, is an unmitigated disaster for
Zionism, the Jewish people, and most Israelis. For
those of us who love Israel and who nurture the Zionist
dream, the time has come to make public our private
misgivings, and to voice our concern loudly but lov-
ingly. With deep sorrow and sadness we must acknowl-
edge that our most cherished ideals have been used not
only to justify oppressive policies toward another
people, but to sow the seeds of Israel’s own self-destruc-
tion. Indeed, the arguments against Israel’s policies of
occupation are as strong on grounds of rational self-in-
terest as they are on moral and religious grounds. The
so-called pragmatists and hard-nosed realists who pro-
vide leadership for Israel’s right-wing parties and for
establishment organizations of American Jewish life
will find themselves condemned by history, not only in
the name of Jewish values but in the name of Jewish
survival.

One cannot be misled by fantasies that this situation
will gradually change over time, that we need only be
patient. As recently as March 29, 1987, Prime Minister
Yitzhak Shamir urged two thousand delegates to the
Herut party to fight any attempt to relinquish the
occupied West Bank or Gaza. “They will be in our
hands forever,” Shamir promised. The seeds of future
disaster are being sown today. As Abba Eban, one of
the most principled of Jewish leaders in the Labor
Party, told us in T7kkun a few months ago, “the darkest
shadow hanging over Israel comes from within itself”
We who are Jewish liberals can no longer shut our ears
to the calls for help from so many Israelis who, like
Eban, seek to change Israeli policy.

Yet before immersing ourselves in this critique, it is
important to state its boundaries. Israel and Zionism

have been subjected to a worldwide campaign of vilifi-
cation so hypocritical and deceitful it is no surprise
many Jews have assumed a defensive posture, not allow-
ing themselves to even consider the possibility that
some criticisms may have legitimacy when articulated
by friends. The sheer power of Arab oil to coerce Japan
and many other Asian and African countries into sup-
porting anti-Israel resolutions in international confer-
ences and organizations began not with the occupation
of the West Bank, but with the creation of the State of
Israel. Those same countries and organizations were
totally silent about creating a Palestinian state on the
West Bank in the pre-1967 years when the West Bank
was occupied by Jordan!

It is truly appalling to listen to totalitarian regimes
in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union wax eloquent
about self-determination for Palestinians while their
own people are not permitted any significant degree of
freedom—or to hear the pious words of countries such
as India (which suppresses the Sikhs while denouncing
Israel), Iran (whose war with Irag has killed over
500,000 people), or the authoritarian regimes in Black
Africa. The failure of the international Left to cham-
pion Jewish self-determination before the Holocaust or
to purge its ranks of anti-Semitism is matched only by
its current obsession with magnifying distortions in
Israel while overlooking or explaining away these same
distortions, or worse, in the countries it supports.
Against such a background, further strengthened by
memories of how few countries acted on ethical princi-
ples when the Jews were being wiped out less than fifty
years ago, many Jews have become immune to criticism
of the State of Israel, confident that underlying the
criticism is some variant of power politics or anti-
Semitism. Their intuition is largely correct—but their
conclusion wrong: Those of us who love Israel must
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about Zionist expansionism and seemed to validate the
anti-Jewish rhetoric of their leaders.

Tragically, then, their experience strengthened the
very intransigence that led to their fate. Unable to
acknowledge their own contribution to their current
situation, retaining the demonizing theories about
Zionism that had precipitated the errors of 1947-48,
the Palestinian people created a leadership in their own
liberation movement, the PLO, whose public pro-
nouncements and violent strategies could only lend
credence to the most militaristic Israeli leaders. Unable
to recognize the moral ambiguity of their original re-
fusal to share what they had with a people seeking
refuge, instead insisting that they had simply been
innocent victims of European colonialists who had
unjustifiably seized their land, the Palestinian move-
ment could only develop two strands: those who would
become “realists” and eventually ask for some kind of
accommodation with the “evil devils” who had vic-
timized their people, and those who would stand loyal
to “a higher principle,” and would see themselves as
being morally required to fight to the end against these
invaders. Framed in this way, is it any wonder that
many younger Palestinians are drawn to the more ex-
treme and more armed-struggle oriented of the posi-
tions, seeing any talk of compromise as a “sell-out” or
an accommodation with evil?

The dynamic ever since has been one in which rejec-
tionists on both sides are able to frame the debate by
reinforcing each others’ worst fears. Extremists in the
Palestinian camp proceed to kill their “moderate” com-
rades, commit acts of violence against the civilian popu-
lation in Israel, and then point to the predictable re-
taliatory strikes from Israel as proof that only armed
struggle will work against Israeli militarists. Meanwhile,
Israel hawks create a political climate in which “moder-
ates” and “centrists” in the Israeli establishment are
intimidated into believing that any substantial move for
peace will undermine their electoral support. The result
is that these moderates engage in a series of token
gestures ostensibly oriented toward peace but actually
weighted with so many qualifications and limitations
on what they discuss and with whom that the process
is guaranteed to fail,

Israeli moderates sincerely believe that by accom-
modating the demands of the Right, they will eventually
win enough electoral support to have a freer hand in
negotiating for peace. But the opposite is actually hap-
pening: While Israelis may warm to the possibility of a
new Labor-led government, many Labor voters have
moved to the right on the underlying issues. The longer
the occupation lasts, the deeper will be this tendency,
resulting in political constraints on Labor’s ability to
negotiate in a way that would produce a meaningful

settlement. The failure of negotiations, in turn, is used
by extremists on both sides as proof that only military
solutions are possible. A new generation of Arabs and
Jews is now entering its twenties, a generation that
knows nothing of Israel before the occupation, a gener-
ation whose experience of Israeli leaders has been
primarily that of strong right-wingers like Begin and
Sharon or indecisive coalition governments that merely
succeed in preserving a status quo destructive to both
sides. To this generation of Israelis, talk of the old
borders increasingly sounds like ancient history, while
for Palestinian youth the idea of an Israeli leadership
that is not rigid and uncompromising begins to sound
like a made-in-the-West fairy tale.

MiLITARY OPTIONS

Many Israeli military leaders agree that there was
never any strictly military reason why Israel had to hold
the West Bank after its initial conquest in 1967. Although
the war in the West Bank was precipitated by Hussein’s
own aggression against Israel, the military threat was
always rather insubstantial. Making adjustments for
military security as necessary, redrawing the boundaries
to eliminate immediate “clear and present danger,
occupying the Golan and annexing Jerusalem, these
leaders argue, would have provided Israel with as much
military security as it now has through military occupa-
tion. The circumstances in 1967 allowed Israel to hold
free elections and encouraged a Palestinian leadership
to emerge which probably would have been considerably
more moderate than the PLO eventually became. Israel
could then have negotiated a permanent peace agree-
ment with the Palestinians. In yet another military
plan, drawn up and refined in the ensuing years, Israel
could have established a series of military bases on the
eastern border of such a newly independent Palestinian
entity and made their continued presence there a con-
dition for Palestinian autonomy.

Time is not on our side.

Instead, Israel opted for a military occupation that
has denied the Palestinians the right to self-determina-
tion. The two possible solutions to the situation have
always been obvious: (1) Annex the West Bank, make
the Palestinians citizens of Israel, and thereby create
the bi-national state dreamt of by Martin Buber and
other idealistic doves of the thirties and forties. The
obvious objection is that the large number of Arab
voters would quickly constitute a major political bloc,
and their participation would add a powerful and sub-
versive voice to a country that still wishes to be primar-
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Tikkun uplifts Jewish, interfaith, and secular prophetic
voices of hope that contribute to universal liberation.
A catalyst for long-term social change, we empower people and communi-
ties to heal the world by embracing revolutionary love, compassion, and
empathy. We promote a caring society that protects the life support sys-
tem of the planet and celebrates the Earth and the universe with awe
and radical amazement. We support ethical, spiritual, economic,
and political ideas that seek to replace the ethos of selfishness,
materialism, nationalism, and capitalism with an ethos of generosi-
ty, caring for everyone on the planet (including animals), and every
attempt to build local and global solidarity while enhancing love.

INSPIRATION IN YOUR INBOX: WWW.TIKKUN.ORG/EMAIL/

SUPPORT OUR MISSION: WWW.TIKKUN.ORG/SUPPORT/


http://www.tikkun.org/support/
http://www.tikkun.org/support/
https://www.tikkun.org/email/
http://www.tikkun.org/donate/
http://www.tikkun.org/support/






